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For Friends’ Review. 


BIBLICAL INSTRUCTION IN THE SOCIETY 
OF FRIENDS. 


BY WM. L. PEARSON, A. M., PH. D. 


VII. 


These pastors and teachers have been graciously 
ordained, therefore, as the most important agents 
in building together and building up His purchased 
people *‘ for a habitation of God in the Spirit.” 
Now, it was a long returning stride from every 
outward human priesthood toward the ‘ royal 
priesthood” of all ‘rue believers of the primi- 
tive church, when early Friends declared that 
the true spiritual worship depends upon no 
outward service or human head, but solely upon 
the living presence of the Divine Head of the 
Church. And on this principle one might suppose, 
and many have indeed supposed, that a congrega- 
tion may continually grow and prosper without a 
ministry. But whatever a body-of perfect believers 
might do theoretically, I do not hesitate to affirm, 
that, without a live ministry and careful shepherd- 
ing, no congregation of the visible Church does 
Prosper, or ought to prosper very long. Ideally it 
S$ quite possible ; but actually it would be difficult 
to exemplify it. 
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It was not a superfluous appointment, but the 
most necessary and exalted service, which our Lord 
had in view, when He gave ‘some, pastors and 
teachers,’’ as a specific means suited to a specific 
end. May Friends never cease to esteem true 
worship above any formal service or even instruc- 
tion; because grace is more important than any 
knowledge. A will to do God’s will is the first 
step to a knowledge of His teaching. But in exalt- 
ing spiritual worship, or grace, we have sometimes 
despised spiritual instruction, or knowledge. Thus 
we have too often put asunder what God has wisely 
joined together, and have, therefore, largely failed 
in both. We have endeavored to ‘‘ grow in the 
grace’’ without carefully adding ‘‘the knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” We might 
as well expect children to grow and become strong 
without ministering to them the milk and meal 
which God has provided. And having graciously 
conferred the ‘‘ gift,”” He as clearly expects us 
carefully to prepare for its faithful use in the min- 
istry as He did Timothy and others. Compare I 
Tim. iv. 6, r11—16.; v. 17 ff.; IL Tim. i. 6; ii. 
2—4;iv.5. Fortunately, it should be observed, 
there has been increased attention given, the passed 
few years, in some quarters to meetings destitute of 
ministry. And the established meeting of much 
size without an active minister is in abnormal cir- 
cumstances and ought earnestly to pray the Master 
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until He sends at least one pastor and teacher from 
without or within their borders. 


We see, then, the wisdom of our Heavenly 
Father in this provision, inasmuch as we can never 
be satisfied without spiritual growth. It is not 
enough to have been born anew, to have passed 
from the kingdom of Satan into the kingdom ot 
God. Whatever the previous conceptions of the 
Christian life may have been, its whole course must 
be gradually opened before the new converts. They 
have sought a holy 4fe ; with it they find the divine 
truth ; and with these they discover that they have 
just entered upon the true way. In the midst of 
the joys of their exceeding great salvation, the 
order of things may appear quite reversed. A Sa- 
viour is now to them ‘‘ the way, the truth and the 
life,” and they can realize the daily renewing of 
the inward ‘subjective life only as they lay hold of 
the outward objective truth and keep the straight 
and narrow way. To be a follower now means 
also to be a disciple of the Lord. New views of 
the grace of God, the gift of the Spirit and the 
glory of heaven are revealed. And it might be 
much ‘satisfaction to them merely to ‘ know in 
part,’’ little by little, ‘‘the depth of the riches 
both of the wisdom and of the knowledge of God,” 
if they did not find ‘‘ His judgments” so ‘ un- 
searchable” and ‘‘ His ways past tracing out,” 
and if they did not have to resist temptations and 
overcome difficulties, which at times seem insur- 
mountable, 

As already indicated, pastors and teachers are the 
ascended Lord’s particular gift to the church for 
this very purpose ; not only to preach the simpler 
truths of the Gospel, but especially to expound 
these deeper divine things in the mystery of: godli- 
ness, to give counsel in the way of life and salva- 
tion. The Bible, our inspired rule of faith, than 
which Friends have little creed, will be their inex- 
haustible source of wisdom, that, filled with the 
Spirit and endued with power from on high, they 
may be able to interpret both God’s Revelation of 
Himself and His dealings with His people in other 
days and also His further revelation of Himself in 
history and His dealings with mankind at all times. 
Now, I will not venture to predict what the genius, 
who must always be the exception in any calling, 
may Or may not accomplish, as a preacher, with 
little education ; although even the genius—and 
Friends have had a few ministers of this class— 
would have been far more useful with a well- 
trained and informed mind. But I do say, that 
the ordinary to fairly gifted ministers, whom it 
pleases the Master to call and the church to re- 
cognize, have a serious need, in their work, of that 
thorough Biblical instruction of which it has been 
the writer’s heartfelt duty to speak. And in order 
to meet the experimental and practical wants both 
publicly and privately in many of our meetings, 
this need is so serious, that our Society will be in- 
excusable, if she neglects to make proper provisioon 
for it. 

There is no question whatever, but that every 
faithful minister in sucha situation realizes some- 


thing of the advantage an acquaintance with the 
languages and the history of the Bible would be to 
him. He realizes it most when others come to 
him to be instructed in spiritual things, with which 
he ought to be acquainted, and of which no amount 
or kind of religious experience can adequately in- 
form him ; or when, in his quiet meditations and 
prayerful studies of the Bible, he feels, as every 
reverent searcher into divine truth must feel, that 
he ought to be able to employ all the simple means 
which God has provided for his use ; in order so to 
declare the truth that error shall vanish as darkness 
before the rising sun; or when he feels called upon 
to refute open attacks upon thetruth. He realizes 
it when he wishes to consult scholarly works on 
the Bible or on general Theology, which presup. 
pose the student’s knowledge of Hebrew and Greek 
and perhaps Latin. He may think the author has 
willingly or pedantically left these foreign words; 
but perhaps the best translation would have misled, 
or at best conveyed a feeble outline of the scene 
instead of a photographic view, while the full 
meaning would have been out of the question. And 
how few of our ministers would feel quite at ease in 
a conference of ministers of different denomina- 
tions ! 

Can we longer close our eyes to the actual situ. 
ation? or lightly regard our responsibilities to God 
in such exigencies? Impossible! one would think. 
All will not be so unmindful of the needs of the 
Society and the demands of the truth. The 
minister of the Gospel who has due appreciation of 
his holy calling and sacred vows, cannot cease to 
strive after a comprehension of the whole system of 
Christian truth for its own sake, and much more 
that he may ‘‘ feed the church of the Lord, which 
He purchased with His own blood.” And just as 
John and Paul had to understand the Grecian phi- 
losophy to refute its errors among believers bya 
clear presentation of the truth with reference to 
them, so must we meet phases and even systems of 
error to-day. Were ministers of the Gospel to ne- 
glect it, they would prove themselves unworthy of 
their sacred trust, the ‘‘ chosen vessel ’’ would soon 
lose its lustre, and we should sink back into leth- 
argy and imbecility. 

* But this worthy zeal for the truth is itself a 
source of present danger in the Society of Friends. 
Theology, though a unit, is a many-sided science, 
and very attractive in every form. But without a 
comprehensive view of the whole field of Theology, 
and perhaps without the necessary preparatory 
training leading to it, some of these faithful ser- 
vants seize upon a particular phase of the truth. It 
is interesting,. instructive, attractive. The new 
idea is soon exalted to the first importance, which 
does violence to other equally precious truths, and 
perhaps dreadfully distorts the whole system of 
doctrine. Its advocates see little else and preach 
little else. Fore-ordination is a precious doctrine 
of the Bible. But the narrow view of the ignorant 
‘‘ Hard-Shell” Baptist, like that of the dray-mule 
with blinds, sees only the little immediately before 
him, and it is @// pre-destination. It is usually the 
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superficial or one-sided training of small philoso- 
phers, that so often allows them to be stranded 
upon some shoal in the history of religions. Some 
phase of Buddhism or Confucianism has a peculiar 
fascination all the more magical on account of its 
oriental lustre, and they find the whole truth in it. 
So-called ‘‘learned’’ scepticism is usually arrived 
at in the same way. With Friends’ broad liberal 
views and almost unbounded charity and very 
few scholarly teachers, we are remarkably open to 
the insinuations of well-dressed fallacious views of 
doctrine ; which are the more readily received, if 
they come through excellent Christian men and 
seem to have a forcible application to some oppo- 
site injurious extreme. Such views generally arise 
either from unduly spiritualizing or from unduly 
literalizing the Scriptures. Both are alike danger- 
ous. For if they prevail, the advocates of one- 
sided or superficial views are sure to become very 
dogmatic, or even fanatic. Mischief is misdirected 
energy. Leaving off our zeal and ceasing our labor 
will never cure the evil. Neither will protests 
against it, or separations from those we do not fudly 
endorse. Let us strive that we may all be better in- 
formed, and pray that we may all be of one body 
in Christ. 

From the very nature of the case the needs and 
dangers of the church pointed out above must ever 
recur in a live Christian body. They were well 
known to early Friends. And without the system- 
atic works of Barclay it would be difficult to sup- 
pose that Fox and others could have brought the 
incoherent elements among their followers into a 
consistent organization. Without Gurney how 
should we have withstood the strain to which our 
our ship was subjected fifty years ago? But have 
we no use for pious scholarship new? Or are cap- 
tains, pilots and helmsmen useless except in times 
of distress? How are we sure that they will always 
appear in the hour of peril? Perhaps we should 
sail more steadily and progress more rapidly with 
such counsellors and guides on, the entire voyage. 
May God forgive us for allowing the talents of our 
Barclays and Gurneys of the passed and present 
generation to rust in a napkin. May we not soon 
require them much for defensive, though we always 
need them for aggressive warfare against the power 
of the kingdom of darkness. 


For Friends’ Review. 


A PUNCTUAL MINISTRY. 


‘* My times are in thy hand, oh Lora /”—This 
beautiful acknowledgment seems practically denied 
by ministers when they place their times in the 
hands of a watch. Thus they are timing their 
ministry by an outward guide and by human cal- 
culation, which detracts from the confidence which 
the people wish to feel in it as moved, put forth, 
timed, and ordered fn all things by the true witness 
of Christ’s Spirit in the spirit of the preacher. 
When the direct supply from the divine spring 
ceases, then is the time for ministration to cease, 
even if apparently in the midst of a subject, or in 


the midst of a heated ardor of eloquence. How 
knowest thot. that ‘the remainder has not been 
handed to another to deliver from the Lord; or 
that He will not more surely, at this juncture, 
teach it to His people Himself? ‘* My times are 
in thy hand, oh Lord,’’ both when to begin and 
when to stop, and by conformity to the well- 
watched index of Thy Spirit, I shall not frustrate 
Thy grace by curtailing nor by over-doing it, nor 
rob the churches of the part handed to another, or 
sped by the swift witness in silence to one’s heart. 
Oh for punctuality in our ministry,—discharging 
our simple message in the divine moment, and no 
sooner nor later, no shorter nor longer. Only in 
the living baptism of the Holy Spirit for the act, is 
our true time-piece to be found. P. 


La DipacHE, ou. L’ENSEIGNMENT DES DovuzE 
Apotres. The Teaching of the Twelve Apostles. 
By Paul Sabatier. Paris: Fischbacher, 1885. 


(Continued from page 614.) 


Baptism as treated of in the ‘‘ Teaching,’’ is the: 
subject of very interesting comments by P. Saba- 
tier. He affirms, and establishes by a number of 
authoritative referencss,* that baptism in water 
had been, for ages before John, a customary and 
requisite part of the ritual by which a proselyte 
was introduced into Judaism. Edersheim asserts 
a common belief among the Jews that a Gentile, 
through circumcision and baptism, became a new 
creature, ‘‘ like a new-born child.” Sabatier adds 
his conviction, that baptism both.of adults and of 
children co existed before the time of Christ. The 
effort of some writers to deny this statement by 
confounding baptism with the ‘‘ablutions and 
purifications ’’ of the Jews, he disposes of by these 
considerations: 1. Only proselytes were baptized, — 
while the washings of purification were for all the 
Jews; 2. A proselyte circumcised and baptized 
become completely a Jew, and his descendants 
needed only to be circumcised ; 3. Purifying ab- 
lutions were performed by the individual himself, 
while he always received baptism from another. 

P. Sabatier explains the absence of specific di-. 
rections concerning baptismin the New Testament, 
by the existence already of ‘‘ an established tradi- 
tion; ’’ to which the Church only gave a new sig- 
nification. We may admit readily the fact of 
such an actual transition. But we see a better. 
reason for the absence of precise directions about 
water baptism in the New Testament; namely, 
that Christ did not design its continuancé; as it 
was asserted by John, ‘‘I indeed baptize you with 
water, but He shall baptize you with the Holy 
Ghost and with fire.’”’ ‘* He must increase, but I 
must decrease.’’ Justin Martyr, in the second 
century, became uneasy about the coincidences. 
between Christian usages and those of the Syna- 


* Babylonish Talmud, Justin Martyr, Maimonides, Kircheim, 
Lightfoot, Danz, Bengel, Edersheim, etc.. From other sources we 
obtain confirmation of this by Delitzsch, Cremer. and other.eminent 
Hebrew Scholars. 
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gogue, and ascribed the continued influence of the 
latter to evil spirits. R 

The ‘* baptismal formula,’’ in the name of the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, is not re- 
garded by our author as showing that the trini- 
tarian doctrine had, when the Teaching was writ- 
ten, assumed its speculative and metaphysical de- 
velopment. ‘*God manifesting himself to humanity 
in the person of the Messiah by the Holy Spirit ; 
such is in substance the Christian conception,” be- 
fore it was rationalized or crystalized into a creed 
or dogma. The idea of a sanctifying virtue in the 
act of water baptism, which already appears in 
the epistle of Barnabas, is not found in the Teach- 
ing. Baptism was, according to its author, a sim- 
ple rite designed to signify and make binding the 
contract or engagement by which the Christian 
pledges himself to be faithful to his Master. 

The eucharist, as it came to be practiced in the 
early church, receives instructive illustration from 
the study of the Didaché. According to Jewish 
custom, a proselyte, after being baptized, was en- 
titled to participate in the deracah, or ceremonial 
Ahanksgiving to God for His benefits. In the 

“Teaching, such a thanksgiving is an essential and 
principal part of the eucharistia. The Babylonish 
Talmud contains a series of benedictions recom- 
mended by the rabbis, which are very analogous 
to those given in the Teaching. The resemblance 
is, indeed, shown to be very striking, in the long 
extracts quoted by our author from the Talmud. 
The eucharist of the Teaching was evidently not a 
celebration of the Passover. Wherever several 
Christians partook of a meal together, one of them 
pronounced a thanksgiving, and this was a ex- 
charistia. Nor does there appear in this document 
any sign that the agafe, or the simple ‘‘ fellowship 

_meai,’’ had yet been transformed into a commem- 
oration of the death of Jesus. Sabatier inclines 

‘to accept a suggestion of Renan (an unbelieving, 
‘but acute and learned historical critic) to the effect 
that the Supper really took its origin in the habi- 
tual breaking of bread, with thanksgiving, of 
Jesus, from day to day with His disciples. After 
His death and ascension, they naturally, when 
breaking bread together, reverted especially to the 
last supper He had with them; and gradually it 
came to be supposed that the breaking of bread 
was instituted by Jesus on the eve of the crucifix- 
ion. Most clearly, this ancient document affords 
mo support whatever to the idea that our Lord 
gave to His disciples a rite, in which they were to 
mystically repeat or perpetuate, or even to com- 
memorate, His sacrifice of Himself for the world. 
The ritual eucharist was an ecclesiastical develop- 
ment, out of a very simple and natural communion 
of fellow-believers; adding a misunderstanding 
of our Lord’s momentous teaching (given in John 
vi. 47-56 as fully as at the last supper) of the ful- 
filment of the Passover type by His sacrifice as 
the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the 
world. Already, by the middle of the second 
century, this ritualistic misdevelopment had taken 

‘place; as is shown by the writings of Justin 


Martyr and others. But at the time and place of 
the writing of the Déidaché, it had not yet been 
thought of. This adds to the strength of the 
argument for the great antiquity of this document ; 
pushing it apparently back into the first century. 
According to it, we infer that at every repast there 
was aeucharistia or thanksgiving with benedic. 
tions, but that more importance was given to these 
at the reunion of a family and friends on the even- 
ing of the sixth day of the week. There was in 
the eucharist of the Teaching a full recognition of 
the analogy of bodily to spiritual nourishment; 
but this was not entirely a thought peculiar to 
Christianity. It was expressed in the Book of 
Wisdom of the Son of Sirach, in the Apocrypha. 
Yet, undoubtedly, the higher and larger meaning 
given to this analogy by our Lord, in His instruc- 
tion to His disciples; is traceable in the ‘‘ Teach- 
ing.” 
S (To be continued.) 


For Friends’ Review. 


FRIENDS IN POLITICS. 


A Synopsis of a Lecture by Augustine Jones, A. M., 
in the ‘* Friends’ Institute’’ Course, Philadel 
phia, 1886. 


(Concluded from page 610.) 


The testimony of Friends against the unchristian 
practice of war has been firm and uncompromising 
from the very first. The trial by arms, long be- 
lieved to be an appeal to heaven for the justness of 
the cause of either side, now standing in strong 
contrast with the peaceable and non-litigious char- 
acter of the members, must eventually end in arbi- 
tration. The appliances of steam, electricity in its 
various forms, cheap internatioral postage and mis- 
sionary work, are drawing nearer and nearer dis- 
tant people and unifying the language of the world. 

‘¢ War is a crime !’’ exclaims John Ruskin. It 
been so taught for 200 years by the Friends. His- 
tory has proved that ‘‘ violent men and violent 
means are always weak.” 

The utterances of John Bright in public or pri- 
vate show most conclusively that truly great and 
good men are the richest treasures in State and 
Church. The records of the past inform us that 
but a few centuries ago the number of capital 
crimes in England was two hundred and thirty. It 
is now reduced to eight. Wesee in this the human- 
izing power of the Gospel in ameliorating the abuses 
of common law. ° 

The law of sympathy urged Friends to take an 
active part in improving the condition of Indian 
tribes, the wards of our government. Imbued with 
the law of * Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy- 
self,” John Eliot, George Fox and William Penn 
wrote and labored for them long ere their cause 
gained a hearing in the Courts ‘or Congress. Gen. 
Grant, whose views, from his military experience, 
are well entitled to consideration, proved himself a 
true friend to the aborigines in the appointment of 
Quakers to superintendencies in the West. Thus, 
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from the self-sacrificing labors of Christian mission- 
aries of our own and other denominations, arose 
those efforts for the care and improvement of the 
red man, now so noticeable at Hampton, Carlisle, 
or at the seat of government. 

So, too, the Gospel principles of the Society led 
its members to discard and oppose all oaths. In 
the strong language of a former writer, ‘“‘ They 
offer rascality to every liar.” The words of Shaks- 
peare and the legal utterances of Matthew Hale 
echo the same sentiment. In our own day affirma- 
tion has taken the place of judicial swearing, not 
only in Massachusetts, where Friends earnestly 
protested against the unscriptural practice, but 
wherever Christians determinedly obey the law of 
the Founder of true religion ‘‘ Swear not at all.’’ 


In Temperance, no society took active measures 
against the drink evil earlier than the Friends. The 
name of Anthony Benezet, a French Protestant, is 
worthy of special mention. An almost father to 
five hundred expatriated Huguenots, probably no 
member was more distinguished than he for his 
hospitality and liberality, insomuch that he was 
called ‘‘ the most real man that ever lived.” Neal 
Dow, born and bred a Friend, so well known to 
our hearers, needs no encomitm here. In 1838, 
Theobald Matthew, at the earnest request of a 
Friend, signed the first temperance pledge. So 
great was his influence and success that his example 
in this respect was followed by 2,530,000 of his 
fellow countrymen. 

Through the reading and answering of our 
Queries, together with the appointment of special 
committees, this important subject is constantly 
brought to view, and means adopted to eradicate 
the evil from society at large. 

In 1813 the attention of the Friends was called 
to changes in prison discipline, and whether in 
England, the Continent of Europe, or our own 
land, their labors have proved most effectual in 
remedying various corruptions therein. The sepa- 
ration of the insane from criminals, and the young 
from hardened offenders, was an essential and salu- 
tary reform. The law of love, as practically ex- 
emplified in 1792 by William Tuke, an English 
Friend and Elder, whose beneficence won for him 
the title of ‘* the best man in the world,’’ bore rich 
fruit in the establishment of Insane Asylums, 
Houses of Correction and Prison Discipline Socie- 
ties among many civilized nations. 

The rights of woman, as equal with man under 
the Christian dispensation, were not forgotten. Our 
worthy Elder, George Fox, strenuously asserted 
them by conversation and epistle. In private life 
or in public services these rights were fully recog- 
nized. The names of Angelina and Sarah Grimké, 
of Charleston, S. C., are not unfamiliar to many 
yet living. These sisters were the first speakers on 
a public platform in agitating moral questions, a 
discussion now pervading the veins of the modern 
world. It must be conceded by all conversant with 
history, that the armor of a meek and quiet spirit 
burnished by the protracted persecutions of the early 
Friends, has had, under the banner of non-resist- 
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ance, a more potential influence than the spirit of 
violent opposition. 

The example of the Governor of Pennsylvania 
in 1682, in establishing civil freedom by ignoring 
property qualifications at the polls and asserting 
political equality of all creeds, is entitled to our 
praise. The magistracy of Rhode Island, admin- 
istered successively by eleven members of our So- 
ciety, long held a controlling influence. The same 
statement applies to the course of Friends in offi- 
cial stations in New Jersey about the year 1677 and 
following. The new and western States have in 
later time followed the same quiet and unobtrusive 
policy. 

For 550 years the Jews, those Puritans of the Old 
Testament, sustained a pure and peaceable demo- 
cratic form of government under the Mosaic dis- 
pensation. It was not until they demanded a king 
and retinue like the surrounding nations, that cor- 
ruption and intestine war, idolatry and neglect of 
the divine ordinances weakened and almost de- 
stroyed the once invincible race. 

William Penn, as early as 1698, devised and pub- 
lished a plan of a more perfect union of the then 
seven colonies, the conditions of which~ bore a 
striking resemblance to some of the articles in our 
present constitution. Stephen Hopkins was a noted’ 
Friend and a member of the Colonial Congress 
held in this city in 1776. John Pease was the first 
Friend sent to the British Parliament. He was in- 
strumental in the change of rule, while therein, of 
substituting affirmation for an oath. In conformity 
with the usage of members of the Society he never 
removed his hat, which was gently taken off and 
replaced by the doorkeeper. In this connection, it 
may be stated that, on one occasion, when William 
Penn appeared before Charles II, with his hat in 
place, the king jocosely remarked, ‘‘ Friend Wil- 
liam, the rule of the Court is, that when two per- 
sons meet, only one should keep his hat on.”’ 


Jonathan Chace, of Rhode Island, was accus- 
tomed to say that ‘‘ while the pass of Thermopyleze 
could be defended against millions by 300 Greek 
warriors, one hundred Friends could lead a nation.” 
The education of Edmund Burke, the eloquent 
orator and gifted statesman, was conducted by 
Richard Shackleton, an eminent English Friend— 
and in our own New England, Senator Anthony, 
of Rhode Island, is justly proud of his Quaker 
parentage and training. As in the day when Geo. 
Fox, in search of divine truth and wisdom, heard 
a voice that could ‘speak to his condlition,’’ so 
must mankind listen to the query, ‘‘ What think 
ye of Christ?’’ Just in proportion as the nations 
value and obey His commands will they prosper. 
Yet, for the past eighteen centuries, but a small 
portion of the population of the earth has learned 
or practiced vital primitive Christianity. The doc- 
trine of the Holy Spirit dwelling with and abiding 
in man, ‘‘leading him into all truth and teaching 
him all things’’—this vital doctrine, preached and 
exemplified by Barclay, Fox and Penn, must be 
the leading principle and motive in the affairs of 
men. In the language of Niebuhr, contrasting the 
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already generously placed at his disposal are ex- 
hausted, and, pending more formal action on the 
part of the Meeting for Sufferings next week, we 
earnestly commend them to the attention and 
cordial co-operation of Friends, and cannot doubt 
but that they will gladly respond to the appeal, 
and testify their practical sympathy with our dear 
friend in“his arduous undertaking, by providing 
him with the means to carry on this work. 

Time is at this season of the year of the utmost 
consequence, and an early response is solicited. 

Subscriptions will be received by Charles Hoy- 
land at Devonshire House, who will also furnish 
copies of this appeal, and the accompanying ex- 
tracts. 

We are your friends, 
JosepH BEvAN BRAITHWAITE. 


Henry TuKE MENNELL. 
London, Third Month 24th, 1886. 


—>- 


FRIENDS’ FREEDMEN’S ASSOCIATION OF 
PHILADELPHIA. 


This body held its annual meeting Second-day, 
Fourth mo. roth, in the Committee-room of the Arch 
street meeting-house. The attendance was much 
smaller than in former years, as when, during the civil 
war, hundreds would gather, with warm and active 
interest in the escaping slaves of the South, not yet 
then made “ freedmen ” in the present full sense. But 
the calm and deliberate appreciation of what further 
duty is owing to the same class under changed circum- 
stances, remains, and was shown at this meeting. Dr. 
James E, Rhoads, president of the Association, acted 
as chairman of the meeting, with William H. Haines 
as secretary. 

The 23d annual Report of the Executive Board was 
read, The schools under care during the year have 
been at Durham, North Carolina, enroolment, 58 ; 
Rutherfordton, N. C., 60; Salem, N. C., 117; Chris- 
tiansburg, Va., 201 ; Goldsboro’, N. C., 417: total en. 
rolment, 853. Relief was also afforded to Hulda 
Bonwill in connection with her expenditures on behalf 
of a colored school in Kansas, Since the decease of 
Yardley Warner, the school at Bush Hill, N. C., has 
reverted entirely to the care of New York Yearly 
Meeting. The school at Pocahontas has this year been 
cared for by the Southwest Virginia Improvement 
Company. 

Louise S, Dorr, for reasons of obvious advantage to 
the work, was on First mo. last transferred to the Nor- 
mal and Classical Institute of Goldsboro’, N. C., of 
which she has been made Principal ; with excellent 
prospects of extended usefulness, in directing and aid- 
ing in the equipment of colored teachers for Southern 
schools, 

The school at Salem, N. C., is now under the care 
of Lizzie Conard, She has entered upon her work there 
under agreeable circumstances and with fresh energy. 

Christiansburg, Va., has been the centre of the most 
active interest of the Board during the past year, on 
account of the completion of the new large brick 
school-house there, under Charies S, Schaeffer's direc- 
tion, This building is very well adapted for its pur- 
pose, being beautifully situated, in the midst of a 
fertile and improving country ; with a large population, 
the influence of the institution upon and through which 
will be of great and lasting importance. The cost 
of the building has been larger than was expected, but, 
‘through the liberality of the members and friends of the 
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Association, it has been mostly paid for; a debt of less 
than $2000 remaining upon it, which will probably be 
extinguished during the coming year. The total cost 
of the school-house has been something over $8,700 ; 
of which $5,850 has been paid by the Association, and 
$1,084.27 by and through Captain C. S. Schaeffer, 
who also contributed the ground upon which it was 
erected. The property is now in the charge of five 
trustees; two of whom are members of the Association, 
one is C, S. Schaeffer, and two others are colored men 
residing in or near Christiansburg. An encouraging 
statement was made of the respectable and influential 
positions occupied by a number of those who have 
been trained at Christiansburg for entrance into active 
life, as ministers of the gospel, teachers, business men, 
&c. Leah Dore, Louise V. Flagg, and Ettie Randall 
(one of them substituted for a month by Captain 
Schaeffer’s wife) have been engaged during the past 
year in giving instruction at the Christiansburg school, 
John S. Norrow continues on duty at Rutherfordton ; 
Lizzie Conard and Henrietta Walsh have been on 
duty at Salem. The people at Durham have ex- 
pressed a desire that this Association should appoint 
for the coming year the Superintendent and teachers 
of their school, ~ 

The Report of the Executive Board concludes with 
expression of a trust that the interest of Friends may 
not flag in the work of educating those who are, or are 
descended from, the freedmen of the South, a work 
which we were the first to undertake, and which has 
yielded good fruit and promises yet more important 
results. 

The Treasurer's Report showed that more than 
twice as much money had been contributed for the 
work of the Association during the past year than in 
the year preceding. 

Interesting and encouraging remarks were made at 
this meeting by John Collins, lately returned from 
Florida, and Horace J. Smith, who has spent several 
months in visiting a number of localities in the South. 
Beth of these speakers dwelt on the great need of 
colored teachers for the colored people, whose igno- 
rance 1s scarcely equaled by their eagerness to learn, 
Evidently the best service can be rendered to them by 
normal schools, preparing teachers to meet the great 
and increasing demand for them throughout the South, 


True Nosiity.—The Earl and Countess of 
Aberdeen have already visited several of the large 
hospitals in Dublin, going through the wards, con- 
versing with the patients, and leaving a bouquet of 
flowers at each sufferer’s bed. They have also 
found time to visit one of the excellent off-shoots from 
the noble Prison-gate Mission—the Girls’ Training 
Home. To each of the inmates the Countess ad- 
dressed a few words of comfort and encouragement. 
It is by such exercise of Christian sympathy, rather 
than by frequent festivities in the midst of a starv- 
ing populace, that the high office held by Lord 
Aberdeen will be elevated in the public mind. It 
is evident already that the character of the new Lord 
Lieutenant is profoundly appreciated.— Zhe (Zon- 
don) Christian. 

WHEN covetousness once gets possession of the 
heart it will let no good principle flourish near it. 


so 


NEVER marry but for love, but see that thou 
lovest what is lovely. — Wm. Penn. 
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IT Is DIFFICULT to form a safe opinion of a long 
document upon a single hearing, without examina- 
tion. The impression made, however, in listening 
to the Essay laid by the Meeting for Sufferings be- 
fore Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, at its late sitting, 
on ‘‘ The Principles Involved in Religious Labor,” 
was, that it enunciates the essential principles of 
Divine qualification and guidance, with the aid 
and supervision of the church in judging of the re- 
ality of the call, fitness and faithfulness of those 
engaged in the ministry, as Friends generally have 
accepted and will now accept them. A previous 
minute of the same body (the Meeting for Suffer- 
ings) discouraging the work of a number of the 
members of the Yearly Meeting in aiding the reli- 
gious service of an acknowledged minister, acting 
with the full unity of his own Meeting, makes it not 
improbable that the document will, on examina- 
tion, be found to exhibit a sendency towards the re- 
pression of Bible School and Missionary work. 
But, if the writers of the document have kept close 
to Quaker principles, such an intention can only 
be read between the lines. There is no such 
tendency in the New Testament, nor in the 
writings of George Fox, Isaac Penington, Robert 
Barclay, William Penn or Thomas Story. ° 

SPIRITUAL CONDITION OF THE HEATHEN.—There 
are some Christian people, even, perhaps, among 
Friends, who are unduly timid in their apprehen- 
sion of the teaching of Scripture, confirmed by 
nearer direct testimony, on this subject. Our Lord 
Jesus Christ indeed ‘‘lighteth every man, coming 
into the world.’’ ‘‘ The grace of God hath ap- 
peared unto all men.” 

It is refreshing to meet from time to time with 
a full acknowledgment of this truth on the part of 
others than Friends. Thus writes Bishop R. S. Fos- 
ter, D.D., LL.D., in the /ndependent : 

‘* Now what is the condition of the non-Chris- 
tian world ? 

‘¢] raise no question about whether these count- 
less millions can be saved in the world to come. I 
do not affirm that giving them the Gospel will im- 
prove their prospects or at all increase their chances 
in that direction. Possibly as many of them will 
be saved without the Gospel as with it. That ques- 
tion does not come into the problem which I am 
discussing—the outlook of the world—by which I 


mean the outlook of the world for time, not for 
eternity.” 
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absence of the latter; and character, in its esse0- 


REVIEW. 





This is followed by a vivid delineation of the 


main features of heathenism, as appealing to every 


Christian heart for active commiseration and zeal- 
ous effort towards evangelization. 

The same topic has been written upon lately by 
Arthur T. Pierson, of Philadelphia, in two articles 
which we have read in Friends’ Missionary Advo- 
cate. While not altogether so broadly hopeful as 
the expression just quoted from Bishop Foster, a 
part of it is well worthy of quotation: 


‘¢ We do not limit either the power or grace of 
God. If, in the jungles of Africa or the heart of 
China there be a soul feeling after God, following 
the light of nature and of conscience, in hope and 
faith that the unseen God will somehow interpose 
to give more light, and to lead the obedient, trust. 
ful disciple; we may safely leave such an one to 
the Father’s tender care. He who sent Peter to 
tell a Roman Centurion, who prayed and gave 
alms, words whereby he and his house might be 
saved; he who journeyed from the Galilean lake to 
the Mediterranean coast to help one poor woman 
of Canaan; he who directed Philip to join the 
chariot of an Ethiopian eunuch, that he might 
guide a perplexed inquirer, will not allow any sin- 
cere seeker to seek in vain. But this does not 
touch the practical question of a world’s degrada. 
tion and destitution.’’ 

‘¢ Think of the awful responsibility of allowing 
nearly two thousand years to go by, after our Lord 
said ‘ go ye into all the world and preach the gos 
pel to every creature,’ and yet Christendom stands 
idly facing a lost world, grudgingly sends less than 
ten thousand workers into the world-field, grudg- 
ingly gives ten millions a year for the work ; and 
then lazily swings in silken hammocks, spun out of 
fine theories and speculations about ‘ second pro- 
bation ’ and ‘ final restoration,’ sinks into calm re- 
pose with the surfeit of gospel privileges, fed from 
repasts whose crumbs would feed a starving world; 
and ventures into the presence of God, to face a 
whole generation of lost souls, for whose salvation 
no personal effort has been practically made. 

‘‘There is much said in these days about the 
‘ enduement of the Holy Ghost for service.’ Nothing 
is more needed, and the first result of such endue- 
ment would be, that, under the anointing with this 
divine eye salve, our eyes would be opened to see 
the hell of hopelessness into which this race is sink- 
ing. Their danger and our duty would be seen in 
vivid and overwhelming distinctness and certainty. 
We should behold them lost and perishing; and 
only when we see this to be the fact, and /ee/it, 
shall we be divinely impelled, compelled to shout 
the tidings of salvation till it sounds in the sepul- 
chres of heathendom like the trump of God.” 





WE OUGHT NOT TO CONFOUND spiritual with in- 
tellectual light and knowledge. Responsibility dif- 
fers very greatly according to the abundance or 
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tial, spiritual sense, depends upon the soul’s manner 
of meeting its responsibility. Those who ‘love 
darkness rather than light” are ‘* condemned al- 
ready.’’ These it is who reject the Son of God; 
whether manifested as He was to Peter, or to Saul 
of Tarsus, or through testimony of the Scriptures 
and the preaching of the Gospel, or to the lonely 
African or Australian who ‘ feels after, if haply he 
may find’? Him in whom all ‘live and move and 
have our being.”’ 


BUT, SHOULD this confidence in the universality 
of Divine grace abate our ardent desire for the 
Christianization of the world? Ought it to ‘ cut 
the nerve of missions ?’’ No, indeed. It has been 
well said, that the heathen may be saved without us, 
but we cannot expect to be saved if we neglect them. 
God has placed the gift of knowledge of the Gospel 
as ‘ten talents’’ in our hands. What could be 


more worthy of endeavor and sacrifice? Was 
slavery an evil of magnitude enough for men to 
devote their lives to its extirpation ? Hindu widows 
have long suffered the most abject kind of slavery. 
Is war truly ‘‘ the sum of allevils?’’ Many African 
tribes are much of their time engaged in war. 
But, to enumerate the barbarities and frightful 


cruelties of heathendom would require volumes. 
As a woman Friend said lately in one of our meet- 
ings, ‘‘ We have been taught the principles of the 
Gospel so perfectly that it would be the height of 
selfishness to be willing to keep them to ourselves.”’ 
One of the most urgent reasons why Christians and 
Christian churches should make strenuous efforts 
to spread the Gospel amongst heathens is, that the 
first contact between civilized and uncivilized 
peoples is often most injurious and demoralizing to 
the latter. Horrors have been added to the slave- 
wars among the tribes of Africa, by the covetous- 
ness of dealers who, in former days, conveyed thou- 
sands of negroes to America. Rum among Ameri- 
can Indians, with its ruinous effects, and opium, 
forced by Great Britain upon China, are examples 
of the ‘¢ first fruits” of commercial intercourse be- 
tween enlightened and unenlightened nations and 
races. Too much cannot be done to undo, or, 
better, forestall such a misrepresentation of the real 
spirit of Christianity in heathen lands, 

It is a trite way of stating the evils that have 
been and are yet to be overcome ; but the order in 
history appears to be,—slavery, now past; in- 
temperance, next, and the kindred pest of social 
vice which corrodes the civilized world ; then war ; 
last to be completed, although going on during the 
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present century with ever increasing activity, the 
conquest of the whole world for Christ; by the 
Christian Church putting all its strength, under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, into its work for Him, 
which has been in our day only fully begun. 

ANTICIPATING some further remarks on the sub- 
ject of William L. Pearson’s instructive articles on 
‘¢ Biblical Instruction in the Society of Friends,’” 
we desire to cite at present a well-expressed and 
important passage in one of his papers not yet pub- 
lished : 

‘¢ Friends’ only creed is the Book of Revealed 
Truth, and Friends’ central thought and guiding 
principle in the use of this creed and the exercise 


of their spiritual gifts is an unbroken communion 
and communication with our Father by the Spirit.” 


“= 


Occasion so frequently occurs for us to desire 
the abridgment of obituary notices, that the follow- 
ing note, lately received, is very acceptable : 

‘* 1 send herewith a notice of the death of a dear 
friend, and while much might be said of her asa 
Christian, her immediate friends know it all, and I 
prefer not to fill thy paper with what will be read 
with interest by few.’ 

Lives of those who have been engaged in varied 
or extended public service, or in whose characters 
or circumstances there have been traits not only of 
excellence but of peculiar instructiveness to others, 
may well be dwelt upon to advantage. But some 
of those who will shine most brightly when ‘‘ the 
King makes up His jewels,” have had an even tenor 
of earthly life, whose beauty cannot be set forth or 
enhanced by any multiplication of words. Of such 
an one it is often enough, and better than more, to 
say, that he lived by the faith of the Son of God 
who gave Himself for us, and died in full hope of 
eternal life through Him. 





DIED. 


METCALF.—At Cumberland, R. I., Second month 
18th, 1886, Mary Metcalf, in the 78th year of her age ; 
a member of Providence Monthly Meeting. 

Meek and unobtrusive in manner, with a generous 
heart devoted to the interests of religion, she bestowed 
liberally of her substance in giving to the poor. Her 
love for the truth was manifest in integrity and upright- 
ness of purpose, evidencing by her expressions near the 
close, that her spirit was clothed in peace with God 
and man. 

DE LON.—At her home, Third mo. 2oth, 1886, Re- 
becca De Lon, aged nearly 57 years; a member and 
elder of Honey Creek Monthly Meeting, Ind. 

She bore a protracted illness with Christian patience, 
and when told by her attending physicians that she 
could not recover, her mind was calm and peaceful at 
the prospect of death. For many years she had given 
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evidence by example and precept that she was a 
humble follower of Christ. From expressions made 
during her last illness, her mourning relatives and 
friends have the consolation that she was joyful in ,the 
assurance of a glorious immortality. 


RUSH.—At her residence in Randolph county, N. 
C., Second month 2oth, 1886, Milicent Rush, wife of 
Azel G. Rush, in her 58th year. 

She was a member of the Society of Friends of 
Back Creek. She was loved and respected by all who 
knewher. She wasa kind and loving wife, and a tender 
and affectionate mother. She leaves a husband and 
nine children, During her long sickness she looked 
with a Christian's faith to her home beyond the river. 
The name and virtues of the deceased will long bea 
sweet savor in her home, and among the many friends 
who weep over her grave. Before she died she called 
her children around her bed, and talked to them as 
none but a Christian mother can talk, She rejoiced in 
the hope and glory of God. 





PHILADELPHIA YEARLY MEETING. 


(Concluded from page 618.) 

Fourth-day, 21st—After a time of silence, and 
several religious communications, the annual Queries 
were read; with their answers. No new meeting has 
been set up; the meeting at Merion, West of the 
Schuylkill river, has been discontinued. Several 


elders have died during the year; the youngest of 
these was seventy years old, except John Sharpless, 
of Chester, who was killed by a violent hand in his 
sixty-second year. 

The Report on Educational statistics was then read. 
There are in the Yearly Meeting 820 children of school 


age; of whom 207 are or have been at Wesitown 
School, 264 at Monthly or Preparative Méeting 
schools, 148 at other schools under care of Friends or 
taught at home; 182 at schools not taught by Friends, 
and Ig not at school at all. Several Friends spoke of 
the paramount importance of right religious influence 
and instruction, as compared with merely intellectual 
advantages. Timely allusion was made, however, to 
the value of sanctified learning, like that of Paul ob- 
tained at the feet of Gamaliel: the highest education 
is the best, if only consecrated to the Master’s service. 

The Report on Intoxicating Liquors was read. 238 
members of the Yearly Meeting were ascertairied to 
have partaken of alcoholic beverages during the year ; 
and 29 to have handed them to others Of the whole 
number, very few were believed to have used spirituous 
liquors, or any beverages habitually or frequently. 
Mostly the indulgence was occasional, in the milder 
fermented drinks, especially cider. Labor had been 
extended in many instances to those so reported. In- 
struction was sent down to the subordinate meetings 
to repeat the inquiries next year, and to extend af- 
fectionate labor to those not entirely clear in the 
matter, The Report was considered as being, on the 
whole, encouraging; several of those who last year 
were not total abstainers having become such. 

A Minute of Philadelphia Monthly Meeting, for- 
warded through Philadelphia Quarterly Meeting, was 
produced. It requested the advice of the Yearly 
Meeting in regard to giving a certificate of member- 
ship on the occasion of removal of a member to a 
Monthly Meeting one branch of which (though not the 
‘one within whose limits the Friend requesting would 
reside) was said to have a salaried minister, and to 
allow the reading of Scripture in meeting and congre- 
gational singing. After some discussion, the subject 
was referred to a committee, consisting of two Friends 


from each of the Quarterly Meetings, to report when 
prepared, either this or next year. ; 

Fifth-day, 22a.—Meetings for worship were held at 
10 A. M,, in three meeting-houses in the city, 

At4P.M. the meeting again assembled for busi- 
ness. The afternoon was chiefly occupied with the 
reading of an Essay prepared by the Meeting for Suf- 
ferings, on “The Principles Involved in Religious 
Labor.” It was largely united with by members of 
the meeting. While the remark was made that infer. 
ences may be drawn by some minds, adverse to some 
modes of Christian work which are believed by many 
to be right as well as useful, it was thought that it 
came near to furnishing, so far as essential principles 
are concerned, a common ground of unity among our 
members upon its subject. ' 

The report was read of the Committee to give as- 
sistance in the Education of Friends’ Children in this 
Yearly Meeting, The number of schools assisted 
during the past year was 13; of scholars, 191; of 
whom 88 were children of Friends. This is an in. 
crease upon last year’s number, The work of the 
Committee was approved, and the appropriation asked 
for of $1500 for next year was granted. 

Sixth-day, 23d—After the reading and approval of 
a Minute prepared by the Clerk to set forth the exer- 
cises of the Meeting upon the state of the Society as 
shown in the answers to the Queries, the Westtown 
School report was read. The average attendance for 
the year, including both boys and girls, was 210, Of 
these, six were day scholars or assistant-teachers, The 
expenditures for the year, among which were some 
considerable repairs, were about $39,700. The re- 
ceipts were $40,360, Towards this sum, the profits of 
the farm contributed $3000, and considerable amounts 
were received from the endowment fund for general 
purposes and from that for increasing the salaries of 
teachers. Of the new buildings, the centre, and east 
wing, for the boys, have been nearly completed ; at 
an expense not far short of the amount so far sub- 
scribed, $201,500. To erect the west wing, for the 
girls, will require about $75,000. The Meeting en- 
couraged the Committee to make arrangements for 
going on to finish the building, relying upon the sum 
needed being contributed within a short time among 
our members, 

The report was read of the Committee for the Im- 
provement and Civilization of the Indians. The care 
of this Committee has been, as usual, extended only 
to the Indians of the Allegheny and Cattaraugus reser- 
vations, in Southern New York. Among these it is 
considered that a recognizable improvement has been 
and is being effected. 35 boys and girls were under 
instruction during the year at the school at Tunesassa. 
The school-building was accidentally burned down in 
Second month last. As it was partly insured, the con- 
tribution of $2500 will make its restoration practica- 
ble, The labors of the Committee were approved by 
the Meeting, $1500 were appropriated for its current 
expenses, and the same amount also towards the fund 
needed for a new school-house, Aaron J. Dewees and 
wife, lately in charge of the school, having resigned, 
Aaron Dewees, junior, and his wife, taking their 
places, A. J. Dewees was, upon proposal of the Com- 
mittee, added to their number. 

The Treasurer's report was next takenup. It was 
concluded to raise $3000 for the ordinary expenses of 
the Meeting ; which, added to the appropriations made 
for special objects, will make $7500 the amount re 
quired for the coming year. . 

After the close of business, several exhortations were 
given, and expressions of satisfaction and thanktul- 
ness for the harmony with which the Meeting had been 
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favored. Vocal supplication did not occur, at this or 
at any other sitting .of the week, in the men’s meet- 
ing; it was otherwise in the women’s meeting. Most 
of those present, however, felt that it has been, on the 
whole, a2 more than usually encouraging session of 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting. 


“= 
THE INTERNATIONAL LESSON, 
SECOND QUARTER. 
Lesson V1. Fifth month 16th, 1886, 
THE NOBLEMAN’S SON. John iv. 45—54. 


Gotpen TextT.—Jesus saith unto him, Go thy way, thy son 
liveth.—John iv. 50. 


43. -Vow after two days. The two days spent 
at Sychar (see last lesson) where Christ made many 
disciples among the Samaritans. And went into 
Galilee. The northern province of Palestine. 
This had been his intention when he left Judea. 
His preaching in Judea had been stopped by 
Herod’s action in imprisoning John. See Matt. 
iv. 12, and also by the excitement which the Phari- 
sees were trying to raise about him. See verses 
1—3 of this chapter. For these reasons he sought 
retirement and sought it in Galilee. 


44. For Jesus himself testified, that a prophet 
hath no honor in his own country. ‘* The same 


reason takes him into Galilee, for he testified that 
his own country (Galilee) was the place where, as 
a prophet, He was least likely to be honored.” — 
Alford. In pursuance of this desire for privacy 


we find that His disciples left Him for a time and 
returned to their ordinary occupations, So Farrar, 
Geikie, &c., &c., &c. es 

45. The Galileans received him. This verse by 
no means contradicts the previous ones. They re 
ceived him, Jecause of the reputation he had gained 
away from home at Jerusalem. Having seen all the 
things that he did at Jerusalem at the feast. See ch. 
ii, vs. 13-23. For they also went unto the feast. 
Another of John’s notes for the benefit of his 
Gentile readers, #. ¢., ‘« the Galileans also were in 
the habit of attending the feasts at Jerusalem.” 


46. So Jesus came again into Cana of Galilee. 
We are not told what took Him there. Some have 
thought that His mother was at this time living 
there or that He went to visit the family for whom 
He had before turned the water into wine. And 
there was a certain nobleman. ‘‘ Rather officer in 
the service of the king, i. e., Herod Antipas Tet- 
rarch of Galilee, who was popularly known as 
‘king’ (Matt. xiv. 9).’"—Peloubet. Whose son 
was sick at Cabternaum. Capernaum, on the 
shores of the Sea of Galilee, was from 20 to 25 
miles northeast ot Cana. The fact that Christ’s 
return from Judea was already known there shows 
how much the public attention was already directed 
to His movements. 

_ 47. He went unto him. The business was too 
important to be intrusted to a messenger: though 
his child lay at the point of death the father left 
him in his eagerness to obtain the help of this great 
Worker of miracles. And he besought him that he 
would come down. ‘*\t marks the exactness of the 
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narration that Jesus was asked to ‘come down’ 
from Cana to Capernaum, that city on the sea-shore 
being 1350 feet lower than Cana, among the hills.”’ 
And heal his son. It is evident that the nobleman 
had no true idea of Christ’s mission. He had heard 
of Him simply as a worker of miracles, and as such 
he believed in Him and sought to engage His ser- 
vices in behalfof hissick child. ‘‘ That he was utterly 
unconscious of the spiritual death from which He 
Himself needed to be rescued touched the sym- 
pathy of Jesus.” —Geikie. 

48. Except ye see signs and wonders ye will not 
believe. MacDonald, Geikie and others think that 
these words were not spoken to rebuke the noble- 
man, but to awaken him toa higher faith. They 
do not throw any light upon miracles as such, but 
they certainly would suggest to the nobleman’s mind 
the idea that there was something in Christ to be 
believed in besides these. In order rightly to un- 
derstand Christ’s miracles it is very important to 
bear in mind that in His hands they were simply a 
means to anend. He came to heal men’s souls, 
and His miracles were used again and again as a 
means of reaching and arousing their souls. So in 
this case and see also Matt. ix. 2—6; John v. 8 and 
14, &c., &c. 

49. Sir, come down ere my child die. Contrast 
this with the Centurion’s faith. Matt. viii. 8, 9. The 
nobleman’s faith, however, though imperfect was 
sincere, and Christ responded to it and did so in a 
way that led him on to the higher faith that rests 
simply in His word. 

50. Go thy way, thy son liveth. Liveth; that 
is, with the new life of health. The miracle is 
already done—the boy no longer lies at the point 
of death—he fives. The nobleman is called on to 
go away without the wonder working physician 
whom he had come to bring —he is to do this be- 
cause he believes that without outward word or 
sign hisson has been healed, though twenty-five 
miles distant. And the man believed the word that 
Jesus had spoken unto him, Already his faith that 
was ‘*as small as a grain of mustard seed,”’ was 
growing. He had looked for himself into the 
Master’s face; and had heard the voice which pro- 
nounced those few quiet words, and he went away, 
the despairing, almost frantic entreaty on his lips, 
changed to sudden relief. It was 7 o'clock in the 
evening (by John’s reckoning; see v. 52). The 
father, after his anxious journey from Capernzeum, 
at first had no thought but of starting right back 
with the Lord; but now that his anxiety was re- 
lieved, he seems to have rested that night in Ca- 
pernzum, and not set out on his return journey till 
next day. This was faith. 

51. His servants met him. They in their turn 
had waited during the night to assure themselves 
that the sudden recovery was real before taking so 
important a step as going to stop the coming of the 
wonderful doctor. Zhy son tveth. They used 
the very words that had before been used by Christ. 

52. Zhen inguired he of them the hour when he 
began to amend. His first thought was to trace the 
connection between Christ's words and his son’s 
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recovery. Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever 
lefthim. ‘It is worthy of note that his inquiry of 
the servants who met him on his return with news 
of his child’s recovery, was when the child ‘ degan 
to amend,’ to bea little better. For at the height 
of his faith the father had only looked for a slow 
and gradual amendment, and therefore he used 
such an expression as this ; but hisservants’ answer, 
that at such an hour, the very hour when Jesus 
spake the word, the fever not merely began to sub. 
side, there was not merely a turning point in the 
disease, but it ‘ft him,’ it suddenly forsook 
him.” — Trench. 

53- And himself believed, and his whole house. 
What did they believe? Tney believed that Jesus 
had cured the boy, and that He had done it with- 
out even seeing him or speaking a word—in short, 
the father had believed Christ’s word, and had 
found it true—henceforward he would believe 


Christ in all things. 


PRACTICAL THOUGHTS. 


1. The Lesson is: A man with. one pressing 
need coming to Christ for a miracle, ani Christ 
leading him on and granting his request in such a 
way as to bring him to a true faith in Him as the 
Messiah. 

2. V. 45. ‘‘ All God's great and glorious deeds 
in the past, the revivals, the conversions, the de- 
liverances, are reasons why we should go to Him 
in our needs. Facts are the assurance of faith.” — 
Peloubet’s Notes. 


3- We should take our needs to Christ ; it is As 


power and not our knowledge about Him, nor our 
great faith that will save us. 

4. Christ’s power is everywhere. Distance is no 
obstacle to Him. Our loved ones may be beyond 
our reach, they are not beyond His reach. 


- 


FRIENDS’ FIRST-DAY SCHOOL ASSOCIA- 
TION OF PHILADELPHIA. 


The twenty-fifth annual Conference of this Associa- 
tion was held at Twelfth street meeting-house, Third- 
day evening, Fourth mo. 20th. Richard Wood was 
in the chair; John C. Winston acted as secretary. 

The Report of the Executive Committee was read. 
The most important change occurring during the year 
was the closing of the St. Mary’s street school, owing 
to circumstances beyond the control of the Associa- 
tion, Much interest has always been felt by our mem- 
bers in this school, which was once large and flourish- 
ing, under the care of our late friend John M. Whitall. 
Very faithful work has been done in the school by its 
teachers, down to the present season; and it is satis- 
factory} to know that those who were its pupils (colored, 
and most of them aged women) have now been ac- 
commodated in another well-conducted school in the 
same neighborhood. The Executive Committee finds 
occasion to regret the insufficienoy in the number of 
teachers in our schools atthe present time. Several 
schools are very much hampered for want of teachers, 
while the number of pupils ready to receive instruction 
in them is abundant. This state of things it is thought 
desirable to press upon the attention especially of our 
younger members; that they may seek earnestly to 
know whether a part in such work is not called for at 
their hands. 


Reports from the schools connected with the Assogj. 
ation were read. The Bethany Mission for Coloreg 
People, founded in 1856, with Marcellus Balderston as 
Superintendent, had last year 27 teachers, and 4o4 
scholars. More than twenty of the latter were, durij 
the year, influenced to make choice of the Christian 
life, most of them having given evidence of an earnest 
desire to be faithful in it. Several Temperance meet. 
ings have been held, and the subject of temperance 
has been otherwise repeatedly brought before the 
scholars. 22 of these have, since last report, joined 
the Band of Hope. $757.96 were deposited during the 
year in the Savings Bank of the Mission, and $789.08 
paid out. A large number of visits have been made 
by the teachers to the scholars at their homes. The 
use made of the Library has been large and en. 
couraging ; and many copies of selected illustrated 
papers have been distributed. Nearly 500 garments 
have been furnished by the Provident Society of the 
Mission, chiefly to the old and the very young who 
were in need. 

The Greenway Union School, established in 1858, 
Joseph L. Davis being its present Superintendent, had 
last year 25 teachers, 7 other officers, and an average 
attendance of 218 scholars; there being 331 in all on 
the roll. 39 new scholats were added during the 
year. Eight of the scholars (of whom 45 are adults) 
made a public profession of their faith in Christ since 
last report. The missionary spirit is maintained; 
about $300 having been contributed by the school, 
and sent to the South and West, or to India, China 
and Syria. Two little girls are being educated by this 
school in Syria and India. Encouraging accounts 
come from missions planted by its aid in the West, 
From one of these, in Nebraska, have grown one 
church and three Bible schools, The sewing-school 
continues, with good results, under the care of Abby A, 
Longstreth. Three social gatherings have occurred 
during the year ; the Christmas festival, the Strawberry 
festival at Ingleside, and the Superintendent's New 
Year's Reception. This is evidently a prosperous and 
useful School and Mission. 


Twelfth Street First-day School, Asa S. Wing, 
Superintendent, with ten teachers, has had during the 
year an average attendance of 35 scholars, mostly 
Friends. A constant interest is manifested ; a number 
of scholars, and the superintendent, not having missed 
one day’s attendance. Visitors have been much im- 
pressed with the good and faithful work done in this 
school; which has, from time to time, furnished from 
among its scholars several teachers for labor elsewhere, 
It is hoped that the Bible class, more or less irregu 
larly held of late, may become hereafter an estab 
lished part of the Twelfth street school. 

The John S. Hilles Memorial School, founded in 
1859, Richard Wood the present Superintendent, has 
9 teachers and an average attendance of 68 scholars; 
total on the roll, 106. Besides these, the wandering 
men who seek shelter in the Catharine Street House 
of Industry are formed into a class on the First-day of 
the week, with evident advantage. The missionary 
visitor, Julia H. Clawges, has held weekly cottage 
meetings at the homes of the scholars ; of whom 36 are 
adults. Her visits have averaged over 100 per month, 

Muncy First-day School, established in 1863, with 
H. E. Warner as Superintendent, has 7 female teachers 
and 77 scholars, A carefully chosen library is well 
patronized, and papers distributed among the scholars 
are read with much interest. 

The Joseph Sturge Mission School for Colored 
People, founded in 1865, with David G, Alsop % 
Superintendent, has 26 teachers and 483 scholars 
During the last few weeks, several of the scholars have 
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come out openly in confession of their Saviour, The 

jmary class constitutes about half of the school. 
Temperance work is continued, and a number of tracts 
ae given out. The benefit of these is quite manifest. 
Alibrary of about 560 volumes is much used and ap- 

ciated. There is also a Saving Fund, and a Charity 
Fund for cases of great need. Sarah F. Crawford is 
missionary visitor for this school. 

Edgebrook School, near Yardville, N. J., James Al- 
jinson Superintendent, sent but a brief report this'year. 
Ithas 4 teachers and 50 scholars. 

Uwchlan School, Pa., Jacob M. Zook Superinten- 
dent, has 3 teachers and 35 scholars, It has been held 
at the close of the meeting for worship, when most of 
the attenders remain, 123 visitors are thus recorded, 
in addition to the regular members of the school. The 
Library contains 170 volumes of well-selected books, 
Avery creditable contribution has been sent sent from 
this school to Friends’ Foreign Missions, 

The Germantown Friends’ Bible School has had 
during the past year, somewhat in alternating service, 
$teachers; average attendance, in all, 40. Half of 
these constitute the Bible class; of the younger scholars, 
there are two classes, The wish of the teachers of this 
school to obtain the use of some rooms in Friends’ 
school-house, on the meeting-house ground, instead of 
assembling at a private house, as it has hitherto done, 
has not yet met with encouragement. 

After the reading of the Reports, and remarks there- 
upon by some of those present, James Wood, of Mt. 
Cisco, N. Y., gave an address upon the Development 
of Doctrine in the New Testament, and the analogous 
Development in the History of the Church. It was 
pointed out that while the rudiments of Christian truth 
were set forth in the Gospels written by Matthew, 
Mark and Luke, the full revelation of the Son of 
God, the Word made flesh, was reserved for the Gospel 
of John, The lower, human side of the truth concern- 
ing Christ is mainly dwelt upon in the three “ synopti- 
cal” Gospels; the divine side, almost alone by the 
“beloved disciple.” 

When, in the church, the corruptionsof papacy were 
to be thrown off, Luther’s reformation was but partial ; 
especially restoring the doctrine of justification by 
faith, the authority of the Scriptures as above that of 
the church, and the independence of private judg- 
ment, The English reformation, only political under 
Henry VIII, more religiously effective in the time of 
Edward VI, has often been said to have culminated 
inthe doctrine and practice of the Puritans, But even 
they fell short, Of the seven sacraments of the Roman 
church, they abandoned five, but still retained two; 
water baptism and the “communion supper.” More- 
over, they considered some human intervention neces- 
sary to the religious establishment of individuals, The 
elation of a man to Christ was held to depend upon 
the church, instead of his relation to or standing in 
the church depending upon his relation to Christ. 

No logical following out of the teaching of Christ 
and His apostles in all respects was complete in any 
church, until, in the seventeenth century, it was exem- 
plified by the’ Society of Friends, 


_ We ought to appreciate this ; and, in giving instruc- 
ton in our Bible-schools, we should teach the whole 
truth, as we have thus been enabled to know it. 


HE who has seen the glory of the Lord Christ 
Jesus, will be sensible of his own unworthiness. 


+ o+—_____ 


Gop strikes not as an enemy to destroy, but asa 
er to correct. 


FRIENDS’ TEMPERANCE ASSOCIATION OF 
PHILADELPHIA. 


A larger number of Friends and others attended 
the meeting of this Association than were present at 
either of the other annual conferences of Philadelphia 
Yearly Meeting week this year. The meeting was 
held on Fourth-day evening, Fourth month 2rst, in the 
Twelfth Street Meeting-house; with Thomas Scatter- 
good in the chair, and L. M. H. Reynolds, Secretary, 

The Executive Committee’s report showed their 
principal work to have been of three kinds. One was 
the care of two “ coffee stands,” which had been use- 
ful in furnishing refreshment to men who otherwise 
would probably have gone to neighboring saloons, 
The project of establishing a coffee-room and lodging- 
house was still under attention; but the amount of 
money required for it, $2000, had not yet nearly all 
been contributed. The success of the two lodging- 
houses now in operation, under the charge of the 
‘Organized Charities” of the city, shows that this is 
an enterprise promising great usefulness. 

The distribution of Lemperance tracts had, during 
the year, amounted to over 95,000 pages. Over 77,000 
pages have been sent out by the Association in the 
few years which have elapsed since ts formation. 
Among the places chosen for this distribution have 
been the medical and pharmaceutical colleges and 
the principal railroad stations. 

A series of resolutions, carefully prepared, recom- 
mending earnest endeavors on the part of good citizens 
to enforce all existing laws for the prevention of the 
evils of intemperance, and also, as a step towards 
State prohibition, advising the enactment of local 
option laws, were extensively circulated, through in- 
sertion in 800 papers in Pennsylvania and 300 in New 
Jersey. A number of these papers commended the 
purpose of the resolutions editorially, 

John B. Garrett addressed the association instruc- 
tively and at some length on the “ Moral Aspects of 
the Temperance Question.” 

Joshua L, Baily then spoke upon the “ Present 
Political Aspects of Temperance.” The main stress of 
his argument was to the effect that neither high license 
nor local option, but only State constitutional prohibi- 
tory amendments, should be the aim of Temperance 
reformers. All merely legislative enactments are 
subject to the “foot-ball” uncertainties of party 
politics, from year to year. J. L. B. did not consider 
it to have been shown that .a constitutional amend- 
ment is beyond possible early attainment in Penn- 
sylvania, Provision for it has several times come 
very near to being passed, sometimes by the Senate, 
at other times by the House of Representatives. What 
has just happened in Rhode Island may, with further 
perseverance, be accomplished here. At present, six 
States have constitutional prohibition; six others, 
local option for all their counties: nine, for certain 
counties but not for all. Fifteen states now have 
laws requiring in the public schools instruction in 
Physiology and Hygiene, with special reference to the 
effects of alcohol and narcotics. 

Brief remarks were made by several other members 
of the Association. A resolution, offered by John B. 
Wood, was, with some amendment, passed, declaring 
the judgment of the Association to be in favor of the 
adoption of a prohibitory amendment tothe Constitution 
of Pennsylvania, and recommending urgent efforts on 
the part of our members towards its promotion. 

Thomas Scattergood having requested to be released 
from the office of President of the Association, Dr. 
Edward Maris was appointed his successor. L. M. H, - 
Reynolds was again made Secretary, and Charles 
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Matlack, Treasurer. A somewhat enlarged Executive 
Committee was also appointed. 


FRIENDS’ INDIAN AID ASSOCIATION OF 
PHILADELPHIA. 


The annual meeting of this body was held Fifth-day 
evening, 4th mo. 22d, in the committee-room of the 
Arch Street meeting-house. Richard Cadbury, clerk, 
was in the chair, 

The report of the Executive Committee was read. 
The last official connection of Friends with government 
schools for Indians has now been severed. The only 
remnant of such connection is, the grant by govern- 
ment of a fer capita allowance for Indian pupils at 
the two “ White’s Institutes,” in Indiana and Iowa. 

Educating and civilizing work is, however, still 
continued by Friends among the Indians, Jeremiah 
Hubbard, John M. Watson, Franklin Elliott and Dr. 
Charles W. Kirk have been thus engaged through the 
year. L. H. Miles has resigned his agency, and Dr. 
W. B. Coffin has been displaced from the charge of 
an important Indian school. Both of these had ren- 
dered most valuable service, and their removal is 
greatly to be regretted. Dr. Coffin had, under special 
difficulties, succeeded in transferring 200 Indian 
pupils from Forest Grove to Salem, Oregon, under 
orders from the Government. He is very anxious to 
establish an independent Indian school in the north- 
west. The cost of such an enterprise will be about 
$3,000, A new laundry building is much wanted at 
the White's Institute in Iowa, of which the expense 
will be $600. It is thought by the Executive Com- 
mittee very desirable to have three selected Indian 
youths educated for two years at Earlham College, 
where Lucy Winney has already been a student to 
great advantage. This will cost $600. 

There are now, in Grand River and Shawneetown 
Monthly Meetings, more than 200 Indians who are 
members with Friends, While it may be very easily 
understood that they are not yet trained into all the 
ways of a developed religious culture, such as is 
known to us, it is believed that many of them are 
making good progress in the Christian life. Frank 
Modoc, who has been for some time studying at Oak- 
land School, Maine, is likely before long to return 
to his home, 

Dr. James E. Rhoads remarked interestingly upon 
the above facts, and others bearing upon the condi- 
tion and prospects of the Indians. Their improve- 
ment in many respects is encouraging. But a sad 
feature in their present condition is, with some tribes 
especially, a failure of health. It seems probable 
that, through constitutional diseases, the Kaws and 
Osages may become extinct. 

Dr. Rhoads had, through personal interviews and 
otherwise, become convinced that President Cleveland 
is sincerely and earnestly desirous of doing and se- 
curing full justice to the Indians. Congress, also, ap- 
pears to be, notwithstanding the adverse efforts of 
some of its members, inclined toward sound legisla- 
tion for them. The appropriation for their education 
this year was $250 000 greater than last year. By the 
passage of the Dawes Sioux bill, and the Coke bill 
of larger application, it may be hoped that a safe ap- 
proach to a final settlement of their condition may be 
obtained ; ending in citizenship and holding property 
in severalty like other people- 

John B. Garrett referred to the striking contrast 
between the state of the Osage Indians when visited 

‘by him on an official errand, with others, in 1863 and 
1865. Then they were typical savage, or half-savage 


Indians, Now they have real homes, and the appur. 
tenances and much of the reality of civilization. A 
great triumph of Christlan benevolence is here shown, 
whose results must be protected and extended. 

Huldah Bonwill gave a brief account of her work 
and its wants, among the Wyandottes, There is 
great need there of an infirmary or hospital for treat. 
ment of the sick, H. B, is willing to contribute $500 
toward its erection, if other Friends will,give an equal 
amount, which will suffice, much labor upon it being 
obtainable from the Indians themselves. 

Reports were read from the “Woman's Branch,” 
and the “‘Germantown Branch” of the Association, 
Both of these have given, during the year, very ac- 
ceptable attention to the minor wants, comforts and 
enjoyments of the Indians with whom Friends are in 
communication. Many articles of clothing have been 
made up and sent, and various presents, especially 
for the children. 

Richard Cadbury was re-appointed Secretary of the 
Association, and James Whitall, Treasurer, An Ex. 
ecutive Committee was appointed, consisting of the 
same members as last year. 


From Bryn Mawr we hear that a happy prac- 
tical Christian life prevades the College. Besides 
meetings for worship on First-day and the 
regular morning Scripture reading, there are two 
mid-week meetings held at the College, at which 
attendance is optional, and nearly all the students 
do attend them. One of these—on Fourth-day 
evening—is held as a Friends’ meeting in the As- 
sembly-room of Taylor Hall; the other, held in 
the Boarding Hall, is conducted by the students 
themselves for mutual help, one of their number 
preparing for each meeting by looking up Scrip- 
ture references on a chosén subject. 

At Haverford, while there are still many young 
men who show little interest in religious matters, 
the religious tone is said by different persons to be 
better than for some years. Over forty of the 
students are members of the College Christian 
Association, and they have voluntarily organized 
among themselves three classes for Bible study. 

Earlham hopes to send forth nearly all of her 
large number of pupils (nearly two hundred) as 
Christian young men and women ready to battle 
with the evil in the world. Universal earnestness 
of religious feeling has prevailed there the past 
winter.— Zhe Student. 


PRESIDENT THoMAs CHASE, who is about taking 
a furlough for travel and rest, introduced the re- 
cent Junior Class exercises at Haverford College in 
a Latin speech, in which he congratulated the col- 
lege on the height it has attained and the brilliancy 
of its future prospects. 

The orations of the eight representatives of the 
class were on a remarkably high level of excellence, 
being well-written, and delivered naturally, grace- 
fully, and effectively. Altogether this was one 
the best of Haverford’s many good exhibitions. 


PresipeNT B. TrueBLoop, of Penn College, 
lowa, has been spending some time in Philadelphia, 
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having been in attendance at the Yearly Meeting. 
It is much to be desired that he will meet with 
liberal sympathy in his concern for the needed en- 
largement of the resources of Penn College. 
sailed for England Fifth mo. sst. 


He 


HILDA SPINNING. 


Spinning, spinning, by the sea, 
All the night! 
On a stormy, rock-ribbed shore, 
Where the north winds downward pour, 
And the tempests fiercely sweep 
From the mountains to the deep, 
Hilda spins beside the sea, 
All the night! 


Spinning, at her lonely window, 
By the sea! 

With her candle burning clear, 

Every night of all the year, 

And her sweet voice crooning low 

Quaint old songs of love and woe, 

Spins she at her lonely window 
By the sea, 


On a bitter night in March, 
Long ago, 
Hilda, very young and fair, 
With a crown of golden hair, 
Watched the tempest raging wild, 
Watched the roaring sea—and smiled— 
Through that woeful night in March, 
Long ago! 


What, though all the winds were out 
In their might ? 

Richard's boat was tried and true; 

Staunch and brave his hardy crew; 

Strongest he to do or dare. 

Said she, breathing forth a prayer, 

“ He is safe, though winds are out 
In their might.” 


But, at length, the morning dawned 
Still and clear ; 

Calm, in azure splendor, lay 

All the waters of the bay; 

And the ocean’s angry moans 

Sank to solemn undertones, 

As, at last, the morning dawned 
Still and clear! 


With the waves of golden hair 
Floating free, 

Hilda ran along the shore, 

Gazing off the waters o’er ; 

And the fishermen replied : 

“ He will come in with the tide,” 

As they saw her golden hair 
Floating free! 


Ah! he came in with the tide, 
Came alone! 
Tossed upon the shining sands, 
Ghastly face and clutching hands, 
Seaweed tangled in his hair, 
Bruised and torn his forehead fair— 
Thus he came in with the tide, 
All alone! 


Hilda watched beside her dead 
Day and night. 

Of those hours of mortal woe 

Human ken may never know, 
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She was silent, and his ear 

Kept the secret, close and dear, 

Of her watch beside her dead, 
Day and night ! 


What she promised in the darkness, 
Who can tell? 

But upon that rock-ribbed shore 

Burns a beacon evermore ; 

And, beside it, all the night, 

Hilda guards the lonely light, 

Though what vowed she in the darkness 
None may tell! 


Spinning, spinning by the sea 
All the night! 
While her candle, gleaming wide 
O’er the restless, rolling tide, 
Guides with steady, changeless ray, 
The lone fisher up the bay— 
Hilda spins beside the sea, 
Through the night. - 


Fifty years of patient spinning 
By the sea! 

Old and worn, she sleeps to-day, 

While the sunshine gilds the bay ; 

But her candle shining clear 

Every night of all the year, 

Still is telling of her spinning 


By the sea! Selected. 


** WHOSOEVER.” 


There were children on the floor, 
Conning Bible verses o’er. 


« Which word all the Bible through 
Do you love best?” queried Sue, 


“1 like Faith the best,” said one; 
“Jesus is my word alone ;” 


“T like Hope ” “and I like Love ;” 
“T like Heaven, our home above.” 


One more, smaller than the rest— 
“I like Whosoever best ; 


“ Whosoever, that means all— 
Even I, who am so small.” 


Whosoever! Ah! I see; 
That’s the word for you and me, 


“Whosoever will,” may come— 
Find a pardon and a home, 
—Gleanings for the Young. 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.—GREAT BriTain.—Lord 
Hartington, in a speech in Lancashire, said that no 
alterations would remove the objections to the Irish 
scheme. He did not wish to coalesce with the Tories, 
but hoped, with the assistance of Chamberlain, Tre- 
velyan, Goschen, Sir Henry James, John Bright, Earl 
Selborne, Earl Derby and the Duke of Argyle, to 
create an independent party or to induce the with- 
drawal of the measure. A portion of the audience 
made hostile demonstrations against the speaker. 

John Bright, who was unable to attend the meeting 
called by Lord Hartington, sent a letter, in which he 
said he though: that Lord Hartington’s conduct had 
been consistent and courageous, “It would be a ca- 
lamity for the country if measures of the transcendent 
magnitude of Gladstone’s should be accepted on the 
authority of any leader, however eminent. The 
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present ‘sad division in the Liberal party has arisen 
through the introduction of the Irish measures before 
the public mind was properly prepared for them.” 

SPAIN.—There is serious dissension in the Cabinet. 
The friction is due to the refusal of the other Ministers 
to yield to the demands of Senor Camacho, the Min- 
ister of Finance, for economy in the budget, which he 
insists is necessary. A crisis is impending. 

Owing to this disagreement, which has occurred in 
the Spanish Constitutional party, Count More, Presi- 
dent; Count Galarza, Vice President, and Senor Ver- 
gezi, Secretary, have resigned their offices in Cuba, 
The affair has caused a great sensation in political 
circles here, - 

GERMANY.—The German Government, with a view 
to extending German influence and trade in the East, 
has decided to establish, in connection with the Berlin 
University, a seminary for the teaching of Oriental lan- 
guages, The Imperial Exchequer and the Prussian 
Exchequer will contribute $5000 each at the start, and 
$8000 annually thereafter, Both German and Oriental 
teachers will be engaged. 

GREECE.—Greece, in her reply to the ultimatum of 
the Powers ordering her to disarm within eight days, 
points to the fact that she had notified the Powers 
prior to the receipt of their ultimatum that she had ac- 
cepted the counsel of France, thus giving formal as- 
surance that she, yielding to the desire of the Powers, 
would not disturb the peace. Consequently she will 
not maintain her armaments, but will gradually reduce 
them. Greece trusts, the answer adds, that the ulti- 
matum of the Powers will be regarded as having no 
further object. 

DomeEstTic.—In the U. S. Senate, the bill appro- 
priating $300,000 for the extension of the Executive 
mansion, was passed, 

The House Committee on Labor have decided, by a 
‘vote of 9 to 3, to report, as a substitute for the Blair 


Educational bill, a measure which in substance pro- 
vides that the receipts from the sale of public lands 
and the other revenues of the General Land Office shall 
be divided among the several States and Territories 
in the proportion of their school population for educa- 


tional purposes for the next ten years. Twenty-five 
per cent. of the sum is to be used for industrial and 
technical instruction and the remainder for the sup- 
port of the common schools. The committee agreed 
that the individual members should not be bound by 
their vote in committee, either-in support of or against 
the measure, when it comes up for consideration in the 
House, 

The new Chinese Minister was formally presented 
to the President on the 29th ult. 

A mass meeting was held in Washington on the 
28th ult., in pursuance of a call issued by a number 
of Congressmen and business men, to sympathize with 
the efforts of Gladstone to secure a free Parliament 
for Ireland. Samuel J. Randall presided. The fol- 
lowing resolution was adopted: “ Resolved, That in 
their peaceful efforts to secure local government the 
people of Ireland are entitled to the deepest sympa- 
thies of the American people; and the Hon. William 
E, Gladstone and Charles Stewart Parnell are hereby 
extended our earnest assurances of confidence in their 
patriotism and approval of their wise and noble ef- 
forts.” The following cablegram was ordered to be 
sent to Messrs, Gladstone and Parnell: “Immense 
meeting prominent citizens all United States held 
here to-night. Many distinguished members of Con- 
gress, Governors of States and other eminent citizens 
send congratulations to you. Cordially approve and 
sustain your efforts for self-government for Ireland, 
Samuel J. Randall, Chairman.” 
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